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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [6.03 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until Tuesday, 18 February 2014, at 2.00 pm. 

In moving this motion, at this stage of the year it is customary to make some brief reflections on the events of the 
year and in particular the events in Parliament and the Legislative Assembly. The first sitting was on 11 April 
this year and that followed the election on 9 March. As a result, following the election, the retirement of some 
members and — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Was it not 13 March?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The election was on 9 March. Fourteen new members were elected to this house and they have 
all had the opportunity to make contributions through their initial speeches and then subsequently. I trust that 
they have had an informative and educational year. As is the case for all of us, I am sure that their first year here 
will be one that they remember always. We had 61 sitting days, including three days of estimates hearings in 
relation to the budget bills. There have been 42 government bills introduced into the Assembly since we first 
commenced sitting and, of those, 34 have been passed by this house and 22 have passed through both houses and 
have been enacted. That is fewer than is normally the case each year, but given we had the election this year, that 
is understandable. Members of the opposition have placed 1 646 questions on notice, and, of those, the 
government has responded to 1 495 to this point. There have been more than 900 questions without notice.  
I acknowledge the contribution of all the members of this house to the debate, obviously led by the Premier on 
the government side and the Leader of the Opposition on the opposition side. There has been some discussion 
during the year regarding the number of bills that we had been required to declare as urgent. I have made the 
comment previously on one occasion that I accept that the parliamentary schedule has been a little ahead of the 
legislative schedule this year, which has been largely brought about by the election this year. It has been argued 
that we did not need to commence sitting until somewhat later in the year, but I do not think the government can 
validly be criticised for causing Parliament to sit and for the parliamentary process to operate and for the normal 
scrutiny to be applied as a result of us sitting—albeit that a number of bills did need to be declared urgent. That 
was partly also brought about by the fact that in many cases there are complications involved in getting the 
details of bills so they can be finalised, and this can take longer than most ministers and the government would 
prefer in many cases. Despite quite a number of the bills being declared urgent—in other words, with less than 
the normal three-week period on the table before debate—I have always endeavoured to ensure that there has 
been adequate time in reality for the opposition and the wider community to become familiar with the bills that 
have been introduced. Generally, at least two weeks were available for the examination of bills before they were 
actually debated.  
There has been some comment about the sitting hours of the house. They have been shorter in some cases and it 
was the case that we finished earlier on some occasions. My view is that if there is work to do in the house, we 
should do it; if there is not, we do not need to be here. That is the approach that any sensible business or 
organisation would take. There is naturally a variability in the workload in many cases, and it is hard to be 
completely even and consistent and predictable in that respect.  

Equally, Mr Speaker, the question also arises whether there is an excessive amount of time spent on some bills. I 
am sure the opposition would not have that view, and it is an absolutely essential and paramount part of the role 
of the opposition to debate issues and apply adequate scrutiny to legislation and other issues for which the 
government has responsibility. But there may be some merit in considering whether we should have a greater 
degree of predictability about the amount of time that is allocated. Although ensuring that there is adequate and 
even a generous amount of time for debate on legislation, particularly for the opposition, I think there is probably 
merit in considering whether we should have a greater degree of predictability and an allocation of time on a 
scheduled basis by which we could avoid excessively late sitting hours, as has unfortunately had to apply on a 
few occasions, albeit the finishing times have been earlier than I recall in my first year here when they were 
routinely past midnight.  

Despite the fact that there is often plenty of contention and argument between the opposition and government, 
which is what Parliament is all about, and it would not be a Parliament without there being substantial 
differences on some or even many issues between the government and the opposition, there has generally been a 
cooperative arrangement between the government and opposition in relation to the passage of legislation. I thank 
my counterpart in the opposition, the member for Midland, and the opposition Whip, the member for Mandurah, 
in particular, for facilitating those outcomes in the majority of cases.  
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I take the opportunity of thanking all those members of staff of the Assembly and Parliament who do as much as 
is humanly possible to ensure that the chamber operates as close to clockwork as possible. Obviously, as 
members of Parliament, we do our utmost to upset that arrangement on many occasions but we very much rely 
on the professional advice that is provided by all the staff here, led by the Clerk, Peter McHugh, the Deputy 
Clerk, Kirsten Robinson, the Clerk Assistants, Liz Kerr and Scott Nalder, and the Sergeant-at-Arms, Isla 
Macphail, sitting at the back of the chamber waiting for us to conclude the sitting in a short while. I also 
acknowledge and thank all the other staff of the Assembly: Vanessa Beckingham, Rachel Wells, Talitha 
Engstroem, Denis Hippolyte, Daniel Govus, Patrick Cook, Lachlan Gregory and Rob Purshouse; and the other 
staff who assist, including Anne Day and Jacqui Berry, in particular, who provide administrative support to the 
Clerk and you, Mr Speaker, and Vince La-Galia, the steward to the Speaker but who more widely looks after us 
all very well as members of Parliament, particularly in the afternoon tea room. I also thank the other staff of the 
Assembly, in particular the committee staff and the parliamentary education presenters, one of whom, Michael 
Loney, I often see on the stage in Perth in his other role as a prominent member of the acting community in 
Western Australia.  

I thank the other members of the parliamentary staff who are important in the operations of this building and 
organisation, led by Russell Bremner, the executive manager, and all the staff, including the Hansard staff, who 
do such a wonderful job of producing an intelligible written record when not necessarily such an intelligible 
contribution is made by probably all members from time to time. I thank all the catering staff and the library 
staff, led by Judy Ballantyne. I have said before that the library is the best part of this building but unfortunately 
in this role that the Premier has asked me to take on this year, I have been able to spend far less time there than 
has been the case previously. I thank the building services staff, the security and information technology staff 
and other staff outside the main building, including the gardeners and the cleaning staff. I thank the members of 
the media gallery, who are quite sensibly enjoying the drinks and hospitality that is being provided out in the 
courtyard at the moment. They play such an important role in communicating and scrutinising what happens in 
here and in government and in the political arena and interpreting it for the wider community. We might not 
always agree but I think in almost all cases, they approach their job and perform their role very professionally.  

In conclusion, I wish all members and staff of the Assembly and the Parliament and their families a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas and a prosperous new year.  

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [6.13 pm]: I rise to support this motion and in doing so, I too want to thank a 
few people. It occurred to me that given the temperature of this house in the past few weeks, some of the people 
I should thank first are the Hansard reporters, who I think have had quite a challenge in recent weeks accurately 
getting down our words. I might start with the reporters rather than the head. I quickly name Olivier Breton, 
Geraldine O’Loughlin, Denise van de Velde, Kylie Wild, Moira McFarlane, Melissa Pilkington, Jacqui Allan, 
Jean Baigent, Judith Baverstock, Zoe Chambers, Barbara Pickett, Amanda McQuillan, Heather Willan, Caroline 
van Beelen, Liam Coffey, Elaine Johnson, Michelle McMerrin, Sandra Stockman, Kelly Gregory and Wendy 
Wells. There are people above them who have other various roles, such as subediting roles and the like, and 
include Pam O’Leary, Darby Evans, Giles Johnson, Bryce Moore, Helen Steven and Alison Colgan, and the 
Acting Hansard Manager, Laurie Mansell. I make a special mention of them because they have a challenging 
job. Some of us speak more clearly than others and some of us make more sense than others, but despite that, 
they manage to turn just about everything that is said in this house into comprehensible sentences and tend to 
make members’ speeches look better in the printed word than sometimes they are when given in the house.  

In the spirit of Christmas, I do not want to focus on the negatives and I did not intend to comment on the huge 
number of bills that had been made urgent this year, because I have given that speech in recent times on a couple 
of occasions. However, I do take issue with the Leader of the House saying that it is somehow understandable 
that the government has introduced only 42 bills this year and passed 34 bills. That is a very low number on both 
scores. The Leader of the House noted that Parliament began sitting only in April this year, that there had been 
an election and that somehow that meant that not as many bills as usual could be introduced. In looking back 
over the last couple of years, in 2012, the Premier commented at the end of the year that we had passed around 
60 bills through this house; in 2011, 60 bills were passed. This year only 34 have been passed and 42 bills 
introduced. I checked on the number for 2001, after a state election when the government actually changed. In 
2001, Parliament resumed on 1 May and in that year 78 bills were introduced, 65 of which were passed by the 
end of the year. Forty-two bills is a very light load for an incumbent government. To then have to declare those 
bills urgent—I will not go through that speech again—is not very productive.  

Having said that, though, I thank the Leader of the House for his cooperation during the year. It has been a 
pleasure to work with him and I look forward to working with him in the future in our respective roles.  

I also thank those on the government side, including the Premier and the Deputy Premier, and all my colleagues 
on that side of the house. In particular, though, I want to thank my colleagues for their cooperation in my role as 
manager of opposition business. I also thank the Leader of the Opposition and Deputy Leader of the Opposition, 
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the opposition Whip and deputy Whip, who do a sterling job, as do all members of the Assembly. I thank them 
for their cooperation.  

Mr Speaker, it is important to thank you for doing your role as Speaker during the year. I also thank the Deputy 
Speaker and the Acting Speakers, who at times have a very challenging role. All of us probably challenge you 
and those acting in the chair from time to time. Thank you for your forbearance. 

I also want to thank all the other people who work here. I am not going to list all of them because many of them 
have been mentioned by the Leader of the House already, and I do not want to delay the house, but there are 
various sections of this house. Most people see only the tip of the iceberg when looking at the operation of 
Parliament. They do not realise there are so many people who assist us in areas such as security and reception 
services, education, Parliamentary Services, the Parliamentary Library—which the Leader of the House has 
already eloquently commented on—finance, human resources, catering, information technology services and 
reporting services. 

I want to especially comment on some of the people in the Assembly chamber who help us. They objectively and 
fairly go about their jobs to assist all of us in undertaking our duties. I particularly mention the Clerk of the 
Assembly, Peter McHugh; Deputy Clerk, Kirsten Robinson; their support people, executive assistants, Anne Day 
and Jaclyn Berry; Clerk Assistant (Committees), Liz Kerr; Clerk Assistant (Procedure), Scott Nalder; Sergeant-
at-Arms, Isla Macphail; and the parliamentary officers in the chamber, who are always obliging and competent, 
Talitha Engstroem, Vanessa Beckingham, Rachel Wells, Denis Hippolyte, Daniel Govus, Patrick Cook, Lachlan 
Gregory and anyone else who has assisted us during the year. There are, of course, also those who assist us with 
committees as principal research officers, research officers and assistants to those committees, who do an 
excellent job. I thank all those people for their assistance during the year. They very obligingly help this 
Parliament work efficiently, and I take this opportunity to wish them and their families a very happy Christmas 
and a great holiday season.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [6.20 pm]: I will say a few thankyous; in 
particular, I thank all the staff in Parliament House. I will not name everyone again. I acknowledge the most 
important person in government in Western Australia, Mr Vince La-Galia, for his work around this building. I 
particularly acknowledge a bunch of other people who have departed this building recently, particularly Peter 
Pascoe, who left this year after 31 years, latterly in building services; Cathy Harrison, who was in reception for 
30 and a half years; Rosalie Arnold, who was in reception for 14 and a half years; and Mr George Webb, who 
was a chef in Parliament House for 31 and a half years. All those people made a wonderful contribution, and I 
was very sad to see them go because I knew each of them. I also acknowledge Mrs Marilyn David, who, for a 
long time—the entire time I have been here—worked in reception, or on the switch as we call it, and who 
unfortunately passed away in the last year. She was a lovely woman. I acknowledge her son, Sean, whom I know 
and I acknowledge the other members of her family. As other members have said, all the staff around the 
building do a wonderful job.  

I will say a couple of other thankyous. It has been an election year so I feel I should thank some of the people 
who have assisted me along the way. I thank my personal staff, in particular my chief of staff, Guy Houston; my 
deputy chief of staff, Jo Gaines; my senior press secretary, Reece Whitby; and my former senior press secretary, 
Steve Kaless, who has moved on to other things. I especially wish Steve and his wife, Tam, all the very best. I 
thank also my other staff. I thank my electorate office staff, Karina, Dragana and Sonia, who do a wonderful job. 
I acknowledge my caucus colleagues in the Assembly and the Council, those from the city, those from the 
regions and those in shadow cabinet, who do a very good job in opposition. Opposition can be tough, but they 
are a hardworking group of people who I think are part of a cohesive party and of caucus. They have a range of 
talents and have been resilient in light of everything that has gone on over the past five years, and I look forward 
to working with my colleagues again next year. I acknowledge in this election year also the Australian Labor 
Party office and Simon Mead and Lenda Oshalem, the ALP staff and the party generally for all its support over 
this year with the election and other events that took place.  

I thank the people of Western Australia for their kindness and support. I rarely ever receive a negative comment 
from anyone in Western Australia, even on talkback radio. I very much appreciate the innate kindness, niceness 
and politeness of Western Australians. In many ways, that allows us to keep performing these roles because if 
the job was unpleasant when dealing with the public, I doubt that many people would want to do it, so I thank 
especially the people of Western Australia. 

I thank the Premier and his ministers, members of the backbench, and members of other parties in this 
Parliament, for their work during the course of the year.  
I thank the Leader of the House for his work. I look forward to next year seeing the Leader of the House sit 
down the front. It would be great to see him move forward to the front bench. He has said that he likes the library 
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better. Maybe we could set him up in the library and he should run the show from up there. We could put a flat 
screen television over there and have his head on it, and we could skype him from here and he could be running 
the show while he was up in the library. We might hear him better in that circumstance. In any event, I look 
forward to the Leader of the House coming onto the front bench.  

On a serious note, I thank my wife, Sarah, and my children, Samuel, Alexander and Amelia, for their support 
over the last two years—in fact, over my whole career, but particularly over the course of the last year and the 
election period. They do not see me as often as I would like, and I am certainly keen to rectify that over the 
Christmas period. 

This has been a big year, and a hard year, with two elections. It is hard for anyone in political life to have both a 
federal election and a state election. We also had the Labor Party state conference. The year did not end up as I 
had hoped, and the election did not end up as I had hoped. But in many ways it ended up better than it could 
have. We live to fight another day. As we all know, terms roll along very quickly, and at one point we are up and 
at another point we are down; and I have been both, as have others in this place. The cycle turns, and the wheel 
turns, and I am expecting and hoping that will be the case in the future. 

I wish everyone all the best over the Christmas period. This is a funny place. I have watched the movie The 
Shawshank Redemption a number of times. It gets into our blood, those people in Shawshank who do not want to 
leave prison once they are paroled. This place is a bit like Shawshank—once we are here, it is hard to leave.  
Mr F.M. Logan: Or it could be described, after the last seven weeks, as a hostage situation!  
Mr M. McGOWAN: Yes! Here we all are, in the chamber, while everyone else is out there having a good time. 
As I said, it is a bit like The Shawshank Redemption. There is something about this place that drags us in and we 
want to be a part of it. 
On that note, I wish everyone a very happy Christmas and new year.  
THE SPEAKER (Mr M.W. Sutherland): I have had all my thunder stolen now, because the only time that I 
get to say a few words seems to be at this time shortly before Christmas, otherwise I am reading out statements 
and messages.  

Mr M. McGowan: You seem to yell at a lot of people! 

The SPEAKER: Yes!  

As the Leader of the House has said, we have had a busy year, and more particularly we have been sitting for the 
last seven out of eight weeks, so I think some of us have got a bit of cabin sickness.  

The Legislative Assembly only operates as well as it does due to the dedicated staff we have working in different 
capacities and in different offices. As the new Speaker, I have worked closely with the Clerk, Peter McHugh, 
and the Deputy Clerk, Kirsten Robinson; and with Liz Kerr, Scott Nalder and the Sergeant-at-Arms, Isla 
Macphail. Thank you for the assistance that you have given me to slot into the job and for the new ideas that you 
come up with, and also in dealing with the day-to-day crises that happen in the Legislative Assembly.   

I would like to echo previous sentiments and wish everybody all the best—the staff in the Legislative Assembly 
office; the Legislative Assembly committee staff, who are across the road, so we do not see them as much as we 
should; the two parliamentary historians, David Black and Harry Phillips, who are also across the road and do a 
sterling job; and the staff in the Parliamentary Education Office, which until recently was part of the Legislative 
Assembly. The Legislative Assembly does not stand on its own. We rely on Russell Bremner and the many 
people who make up the Parliamentary Services Department. We also rely on the people in the dining room, who 
keep us well fed and watered. Mention has been made of Vince, who always goes beyond duty to ensure that our 
afternoon teas are scrumptious and a threat to our waistline. 
I thank the Deputy Speaker, the member for Kalgoorlie, and the Acting Speakers, the members for Morley, 
Southern River, Geraldton, Maylands and Mirrabooka. 
Finally, I wish all members and their families a merry Christmas and a happy new year. I believe that we all in 
our own way are trying to work towards making Western Australia a better place—the only problem is that we 
often do not agree on the road to take to achieve this goal. It is good that at this time of the year we can put our 
political differences aside and interact on a more personal level.  
Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 6.30 pm 
__________ 
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